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in size and importance by other urban centres in the same
county. The inevitable result has been that the newer towns
have demanded and obtained autonomy as far as their local
government is concerned, with consequent overlap and dupli-
cation of powers which have led to considerable dissension.
In some regions, compromise has been attempted by the
creation of Joint Planning Authorities and in all counties there
has been a more or less equitable sharing of administrative
responsibilities between the County Council and the smaller
Urban District and Rural District Councils. Such a piecemeal
system, composed of several types of unit, all varying jvidely in
size, population and economy, is inimical to any form of nation-
ally conceived planning however much it may be justified on the
grounds of conformity with local interests and tradition. If a
balanced structure, both in the State as a whole and within its
parts, is to be evolved, many of the present anomalies associated
with the established boundaries of administrative units will
have to disappear. One of the most probable results will be the
enhanced importance of regional capitals to the detriment of at
least some of the older centres of local government.